Year / Geography Fact Sheet - Mapping Skills

N

Key Terms

An ordnance suwrvey map is o verk detailed map of an
larea of Britain .or Ireland, prepared by .an organization
lcalled the Ordnance Survey, which is supported by the
lgonernment.

A compass is o device that shows the cardinal directions
lused for navigation and geographic .orientati It
lcommonly consists of a magnetized needle or .otner
element, such as a compass cord or compass rose,
which .can pivot to align itself with magnetic north.

Direction

Direction is defined .as the path that something tokes, the

lpath that must be taken to reach a specific place, the w.ay
i which something is starting to dewvelop or the way you
lare facing.

The scale of a .map is the ratio of .a distance .on the map
to the corresponding distance .on the ground. This simple
lconcept is complicated by the curvature of the Earths
lsurface, which forces scale to vary across a .map.
Because of this wvariation, the concept of scale hecomes
imeaningful in two distinct w.ouys.

Symbols

A map symhol .or cartographic symhbol is a graphical
ldevice used to visually represent a real-world feature on
Lo .map, working in the same fashion as other forms of

lsymhols.

Grid

Maps contain rumbered lines - .northings .and eastings. A
lgrid reference is a. location on o map, which is found
references are useful for helping .o map user to find




