
Welcome to English 
at Abbey Park
Middle School –
parent workshop



Aims of tonight:

•Clarify what we teach, when we 
teach it and how we teach it

•Give examples of aspects of the 
National Curriculum programme of 
study

•Provide some ideas to support 
learning at home



The National Curriculum 
2014

Has 3 main areas of statutory 
requirements:
•Reading
•Writing(including handwriting, 
presentation and spelling)

•Vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation 



Reading



The power of reading

Creating a love of reading in children is 
potentially one of the most powerful 
ways to improve academic potential.

There can be few better ways to improve 
pupils’ chances in school, or beyond in 
the wider world, than to enable them to 
become truly independent readers. 



APMS children as readers

What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for pleasure

To be able to choose 
what they would like 

to read for 
themselves

To be able to 
summarise 

what has been 
read

To read with 
understanding

To read with 
expression

To have reasons 
for preferences in 

what they read



Use knowledge of morphology and etymology to read aloud and 
understand new words

Make comparisons within and across books

Read a range of modern fiction, fiction from literary heritage and books 
from other cultures and traditions
Identify and discuss themes and conventions across a wide range of 
writing
Discuss understanding of texts, including exploring meaning of words in 
context

Ask questions to improve understanding of texts

Summarise ideas drawn from more than one paragraphs, identifying 
key details

Predict future events from details stated and implied

Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to 
meaning
Discuss how authors use language, including figurative language, to 
affect the reader

Make book recommendations, giving reasons for choices

Participate in discussions about books, building on and challenging 
ideas

Explain and discuss understanding of reading

Participate in formal presentations and debates about reading

Provide reasoned justifications for views

Read aloud and understand words based on knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes
Read further exception words, including those with unusual spelling/sound 
links

Retell some fairy tales or traditional tales orally

Identify themes and conventions in a range of books

Perform plays and poetry aloud using intonation, tone, volume and action

Recognise some different forms of poetry

Use dictionaries to check the meanings of words

Check that a text makes sense, including explaining the meaning of words in 
context
Identify and summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph

Draw inferences about feelings thoughts and motives

Use evidence to justify inferences

Discuss words and phrases which capture the reader's interest

Identify how language contributes to meaning

Identify how structure and presentation contribute to meaning

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts

Y3/4 Reading 
programme of 

study

Y5/6 Reading 
programme of 

study



So what does 
that all mean?!!



Word recognition Comprehension

The National Curriculum
2014 deals first with the
horizontal axis – word
recognition: ‘Skilled word
reading involves both the
speedy working out of     
the pronunciation of
unfamiliar printed words
(decoding) and the 
speedy recognition of
familiar printed words.’

Second, it looks at the vertical
axis: ‘Good comprehension
draws from linguistic knowledge
(in particular of vocabulary and
grammar) and on knowledge of
the world. Comprehension skills
develop through pupils’
experience of high-quality
discussion….. as well as from
reading and discussing a range
of stories, poems and non-
fiction.’







Comprehension skills

• Being able to read does not mean you 
understand what you are seeing.

• Your child might sound like a good reader 
but may not necessarily understand what the 
text means.

• The best way to develop understanding is to 
talk about texts such as…





Composition skills continued
Each unit of work 
will have opportunities 
to embed all of these 
reading skills through 
whole class reading, 
guided reading, 
independent 
comprehension work 
and teacher modelling 
use of skills.









So linking back to the Y5/6 
curriculum…

• Use knowledge of morphology (the study of words) and etymology (the history/origin of the word) to read aloud 
and understand new words

• Make comparisons within and across books

• Read a range of modern fiction, fiction from literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions

• Identify and discuss themes and conventions across a wide range of writing

• Discuss understanding of texts, including exploring meaning of words in context

• Ask questions to improve understanding of texts

• Summarise ideas drawn from more than one paragraphs, identifying key details

• Predict future events from details stated and implied

• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

• Discuss how authors use language, including figurative language, to affect the reader

• Make book recommendations, giving reasons for choices

• Participate in discussions about books, building on and challenging ideas

• Explain and discuss understanding of reading

• Participate in formal presentations and debates about reading

• Provide reasoned justifications for views



Billy was crying; his whole day was spoilt. All his hard work had been 
broken by the wave. His mother came to stop him crying but she 
accidentally trod on the only tower that was left. Billy cried even more. 
“Never mind,” said his mother, “You can always build another one 
tomorrow.” Billy stopped crying and went home for his tea. 

• What is the most crucial word in this passage? 

Why?

• How do we know where this is taking place?

• Why is Billy crying?

• What has spoilt his day?

•What work has he been doing?

•Why was only one tower left?

•Why is it easy to build one tomorrow?

•Why did Billy stop crying?

•What time was it?

We test pupils’ 
knowledge of reading 
skills in a number of 
ways: within class 
work, guided reading, 
whole class reading, 
short summative PIXL 
tests like this.



PIXL assessments & end of KS2 
Reading SATs – testing their 

knowledge!





Supporting reading at home

• Make reading visible; have books around the 
home and let children see you read. Children 
need to see that reading is something adults do 
too.

• Talk about the books all family members are 
reading

• Sit and listen to your child read
• Ask questions about books (see handouts)
• Read to your child – they are never too old!
• Visit the library together
• Discuss the Picture News stories from the week



Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling (GPS)

Plus the NC 
2014 
programme for 
spelling



Spelling

Y5/6 NC SPELLING LIST



Incorporating these aspects in writing

• The Y5/6 teams look at what the National 
Curriculum requirements are for GPS

• From this, we plan opportunities to teach the 
skills and pupils to comprehend and embed 
each skill

• Pupils learn the skills linked to their topics 
and texts, not in isolation

• We reflect on learning and teach it again in a 
different way and at a different time –
practise makes perfect!





GPS – relative clauses

What is a relative clause, a relative 
pronoun, how do we teach them and 

why do we need them??!



GPS – dashes

What is a dash, how do we teach 
them and why do we need them in 

our writing??!



How does GPS link to writing?





PIXL assessments – what they tell us



PIXL assessments – what they tell us







Supporting GPS at home

• Encourage children to write for pleasure: 
stories, thank you cards, letters/emails, 
shopping lists, etc. 

• Participate in writing competitions such as 
BBC 500 Words

• Use child-friendly GPS games such as 
Education City

• Brush up on your own knowledge of GPS 
with books like Carol Vorderman

• Additional learning through revision guides




